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PROVERBS 1-9
Whatever we are dealing with in life we are always

dealing with God. Therefore, the aim of this short book is

to encourage parents to read through Proverbs with their

children, so that, they would learn that God is involved in

all of life all of the time. In the points below we can see

what we can learn from reading Proverbs 1-9.

Wisdom causes us to see that we can often collide

with God's governance of the world (Ecc 7:13 / 11:5)

The fear of the Lord is about relationship with God

and how we receive direction through relationships.

The strength of those relationships determine the

decisions we make.

The young have little to no experience of life and

are in need of love and learning.

Blaming is one way that we push away

responsibility.

Temptation appears along the path of our abilities,

desires and opportunities.

God gives us wisdom to direct and protect us in a

fallen world.

Delayed gratification develops patience.

Wisdom teaches us to learn courage and how to be

committed.

The call is to love God first always.



PROVERBS 1:1-7 THE BASICS

Wisdom flows from those who have it to those who don't,

from the mature in God speaking and the immature

listening, and committing to what they have heard.

v2: Knowledge and wisdom will be seen in how we

listen and make decisions. Those who only know

about wisdom have an ineffectual knowledge.

v3: Receiving instruction is about learning and

developing the skill of interpretation. Learning how

to tell the difference between right and wrong,

good and evil.

v4: Prudence: Wisdom is practical and being

uncommitted to the wisdom God provides is how

we are led into being deceived and seduced.

v5: Growth: Our spiritual success today is no

guarantee of our spiritual success tomorrow,

therefore we must continually grow in knowledge

and commitment to God and His Word.

v6-7: We are to live with the fear of offending the

Lord God, who we love. The wisdom God gives is an

indispensable tool for faithful living. The faithful

follower does not rest on the fact that he once

made a commitment but that he is currently

commited to God.



TRUTH&EXPERIENCE
There are two ways of finding out consequences. The

first is by receiving instruction and the second is through

experience.

Wisdom teaches that we can learn from others,

those who are older and wiser and from those who

have fallen into sin of different kinds. When God

told Adam that he and his wife must not eat from

the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil or they will

die. God gave them the knowledge they needed to

stay alive and what would happen to them if they

ate from the tree.

When Adam and his wife ate from the tree they

were not to eat from, they died, just as God said

that they would. They knew the truth of what would

happen if they disobeyed God and when they did

disobey God, they then knew this truth in what they

experienced.

The lesson is simple, there are many experiences

which we can avoid if only we are committed to the

instruction we receive. They had the knowledge of

death prior to the experience and the experience

did not leave them in a better position.

 

 



EXAMPLE: RUTH AND THE

DANGER OF OVER CONFIDENCE

In Ruth chapter 1, we learn how Naomi suffers the

consequences of her husband's bad decision. Naomi

lived with those consequences long after her husband

died.

Wisdom can be seen in those with experience

addressing the inexperienced in matters of faith

and faithful living in a fallen world.

Over confidence: Those who believe 'it will not

happen to me' imagine the future differently than

what they are taught in God's Word. The absence

of experience can easily cause a person to become

over confident leaving them to be surprised with

how the future has turned out for them.

Yes and No: When instruction comes with a 'yes' or

'no' its important that that 'no' is not 'no' for no

reason. If we simply say yes and no without

explanation and good reasons, we can expect to

hear 'yes' and 'no' for no good reason from those

we teach.

 

 



THE SIMPLE, THE FOOL AND THE SON

Proverbs teaches, that some people become committed

to being uncommitted. Those who remain uncommitted

to God and His instruction are without protection and in

danger of falling into many sins.

In the book of Proverbs we learn that there are

three types of people. The simple, the fool and the

son, as a way of indicating commitment or lack of it

to the Lord and His ways.

The Simple: The simple are those who we might

refer to as sitting on the fence. But such a position

is not found in Scripture. The simple are in the same

position as the fool. For in failing to be committed

to God they remain uncommitted. These people are

easily led and are unable to defend their lives

against sinful desires.

The Fool: The fool are those who have rejected the

fear of the Lord and are therefore led into

complacency and eventually destruction.

The Son: The son is the one who commits himself to

loving God with all his heart, mind and strength.

Fearing the Lord leads to receiving wisdom and

instruction enabling him to live faithfully. 

 

 

 



LISTENING & LEARNING
Listening and learning is a means of protection when we

commit to what we have been taught. Listening is also

more important than we first think and if we confuse not

listening with the consequences of not listening. We can

expect children to not listen to instruction in the future.

When a parent tells their child not to touch the

glass of milk, only for the child to then touch it. For

it to then fall and break on the ground into pieces.

The child may believe that the spilt milk and the

broken glass is the issue. If the parent makes this

the issue, then what they are teaching is that the

broken glass and spilt milk is of greater importance

than listening. The real issue is that your child didn't

listen to you.

Failing to listen leads to bad decisions and the

temptation is to become angry with ourselves or

others over the consequences. When the more

important issue is being overlooked, the importance

of listening.

When a person listens to God's Word they learn that

the future is more predictable than they first

believe. This is how we can know what will happen

to a person if they do not listen to God.

 

 



UNDERSTANDING LIMITATIONS

As people we ought to learn our limitations as quickly as

possible and know that our words cannot alter facts.

Even the very committed are not beyond being tempted

(Read Psalm 73). 

In Proverbs we learn to guard ourselves from the

uncommitted by listening to God's Word above all

others. As we do this we can recognise that those

who are uncommitted live with a short term view of

life. They often believe that life is going to go

according to their plans.

Paths and Places: Paths lead to places, meaning

that our commitments and ideas lead us into

situations and consequences. Our desires, abilities

and opportunities will either lead us in faithful living

or unfaithful living. Cultivating faithfulness through

listening and following God's Word is how we will

stay on the right path.

Future: For the believer the future affects what he

does in the present, the decisions he makes. God

provides us with wisdom and this wisdom addresses

our limitations and teaches us to trust in the Lord.

 

 



RECEIVING WISDOM

We receive wisdom from God in many ways, through His

Word, through prayer and through those who belong to

God, who are mature in the faith.

In Proverbs chapter 3 we learn the pre-conditions

to receiving wisdom. Proverbs 3:5, if you have a

teachable spirit and a willingness to learn. If your

ear is attentive to wisdom and through prayer. The

father teaches his son, how to receive wisdom and

he knows this because he does it himself. It's clear,

that if we are to receive wisdom then we must learn

God's Word and accompany our learning with

prayer.

Protected: God protects us by giving us wisdom

and understanding so that we don't fall into the

traps of the wicked. This is how God delivers us

from the way of evil and the consequences of that

way.

Courage and Commitment: Wisdom teaches us to

develop courage and commitment and learn how to

deal with delayed gratification. Wisdom also

convinces us that our faithfulness to God will not be

wasted.

 

 



PRACTICAL LIVING

& FORGETFULNESS

In Proverbs we learn the connection between belief and

practice. The wisdom God gives is thoroughly practical

and by internalising the Word of God into our hearts we

learn the difference between affirming a truth and living

by it.

The instruction 'do not forget' (Prov 3:4) reminds us

of how many times God called His people to

remember. Remembering what God has taught is

an act of obedience and forgetfulness is a sin.

Because it is the failure to obey the call to

remember. Yet, 'i forgot' is used so often by

children to avoid discipline.

Discipline: The Lord disciplines those who He loves.

As parents we can confuse the lesson with others

when it comes to disciplining our children. When

they are disciplined they are not under discipline in

order to learn how to count or deal with isolation

(How long do I have to sit here?). They are

disciplined so that they can learn how to be a

person. How to repent and believe. 

 

 



GENERATIONAL VALUE

Wisdom means we learn the value of those things which

do not change. Those who are mature in the faith know

that life is not all that different for different generations.

The parent speaks to their child from the vantage point

of knowledge and experience.

What children can know: Children can often

believe they know more than what they actually do.

Therefore, when a parent speaks from the vantage

point of knowledge and experience, children will be

surprised how the parent can know what they are

thinking and feeling. 

How to avoid sin: Receiving instruction from those

who can say no to sin and yes to God, is the type of

person we want our children to learn from. Rather

than those who can speak of all their experiences

of sin and how they fell into it.

Nothing happens all of a sudden: Wisdom stops

us from being short sighted and if we want children

to think about what they are doing and what it will

lead to. Then we must give them wisdom, because

paths lead to places, and therefore nothing

happens all of a sudden.

 

 



TEMPTATION,SIN
& THE WILL OF GOD

Temptation seeks to misdirect, whereas wisdom seeks to

keep us focused on God and His Word. Temptation is at

its strongest when it aligns with our desires, our abilities

and our opportunities. If one of these are removed the

temptation is less likely to result in us committing sin.

Desires: Godly desires will guide us in the will of

God and ungodly desires will lead us into sin.

Abilities: We can either use our abilities to serve

God or to commit sin.

Opportunities: The opportunities we have will

either be used faithfully or unfaithfully.

When all three line up: If you desire sin, have the

ability to sin and the opportunity, you will sin. If you

desire God's will and have the ability to do God's

will and the opportunity, then you will do God's will.

Guard you heart: Trusting God takes place in the

heart and we are not to lean on our own

understanding. Wisdom allows us to see beyond the

immediate temptation to the consequences and

through the blind spots caused by sin.

 

 

 

 



DIRECTION&MISDIRECTION

Wisdom provides direction and is the means of

overcoming misdirection. Wisdom will teach us to pay

closer attention and see how things are connected. For

God has designed that our life follows the pattern of

sowing and reaping (Gal 6) and therefore we must be

careful what we sow and where we sow.

Patterns of folly: Wisdom will teach us the pattern

of folly and the nature of the situations we find

ourselves in. It allows us to see that what is

manageable can quickly become unmanageable.

Because it is sometimes very easy for us to become

victims of our own unwise decisions.

Cultivate a Godly appetite: Proverbs teaches us

through wisdom, that it is entirely possible for

people to develop a destructive hunger as a means

of escape or relief. But this temporary ease so

easily leaves longer term damages.

Wisdom is needed to live skilfully: The foolish

person is misdirected by his sin and never knows

where his life will end. But the one committed to

God will be blessed with clear direction since

wisdom always makes sense.

 

 



FINAL CONSIDERATIONS

Proverbs has more to teach than what we learn here in

these brief notes on Proverbs 1-9. However, what we

have learnt is how important wisdom is for living a

faithful life and a skilful life.

Responsibility: Taking responsibility for the life

that God has given us is the right thing to do. God

provides wisdom so that we can live this life the

way He calls us to. God provides for us all that we

need in Jesus to do all that He requires of us. It is

our responsibility to be responsible with the life that

He has given to us.

Vantage Point: Wisdom provides us with a vantage

point over all of life. It's a place from where you are

able to see pitfalls, traps and misdirection. God

causes us to see through wisdom, the value of

faithfulness and the folly of sin. 

Remember: Wisdom is practical, shaping our

thoughts words and deeds. Reasons and

explanations exist because God governs all

knowledge.

 

 



GET WISDOM

Take the time to read Proverbs, make your own notes and

apply them to your own situation. Remembering that God

provides wisdom for you as a means of direction and

protection in a fallen world, enabling you to live

faithfully. 

To Parents in particular:

 

It takes God to raise a child and God promises

His involvement. But if a parent tries to do it

alone, they take on a burden too heavy to carry

even over a short period of time. God has

promised His involvement and without His

involvement our best efforts would be in vain

(Psalm 127).Therefore, trust in the Lord with all

your heart and lean not on your own

understanding.
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